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of Syracuse, Inc

As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one
another as good stewards of God's varied grace.

—1 Peter 4:10

Creating a Culture of Service

It was 2010 when I
first understood the
difference between
volunteerism and
discipleship. It was
Holy Thursday at
“The OX,” the
Catholic Charities Emergency Shelter
for Men on Oxford Street. That
evening, Emmaus “volunteers” went to
the shelter to serve a hot meal and wash
the homeless men’s feet. Having been
away from the Church for decades and
naive in my faith journey, I saw this
more as providing a task for the men.
My life changed forever that evening as
I witnessed the presence of Christ in
the faces of the homeless men.
Unknowingly, as these men talked
about Jesus freely and recounted how
Jesus washed the feet of the disciples,

Holy Cross Volunteers

these men guided me to a deeper
understanding of my faith. As a minis-
try that evening, we arrived as “volun-
teers” and left as Disciples of Christ.
Fourteen years later, I have seen
hundreds of Emmaus disciples grow in
their faith and look for Jesus in the eyes
of our guests who come to the Outreach
Center daily. They challenge themselves
out of their comfort zones to connect
with our lost, afraid, and vulnerable
guests. To look for Jesus and present
Christ’s love and compassion to those
in need.

With Emmaus Ministry rooted in
the Church’s social teachings and its
beginnings as a parish outreach minis-
try, we have longstanding collabora-
tions with diocesan parishes, high
schools, middle schools, youth, and life
team groups. I have found these

Saturday Volunteer Opportunities

connections to be a natural conduit for
people to put their faith into action.
With prayer and relevance to our faith,
serving at Emmaus is a natural fit for a
faith-enhancing experience that we
can bring home to our families,
schools, and parishes.

With the support of our donors,
benefactors, foundations, parishes, and
schools over the years, Emmaus
remains committed to serving the poor
in Christ’s name. I am most grateful
for your ongoing support. You are a
blessing! For those looking for oppor-
tunities to participate in a culture of
service and share your time, treasures,
and talents, please visit our website at
Wwww.emmausministry.org for more
information.

Sheila Austin, RN
Executive Director
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One of the beautiful
aspects of Holy
Week in the Catholic
Church is "The
Washing of Feet’ on
Holy Thursday. Not
only does it remind
us of the very humble act of Jesus
washing the feet of the disciples in the
Gospel of John (13:1-17), but it also
reminds us of the universal call to
service that we are all invited to under-
take. Jesus tells the disciples that he has
given them this model to follow, and
they should go forth and wash the feet
of others. In other words, Jesus is
saying to us, “BE OF SERVICE.”

Emmaus Ministry would not be the
oasis of love, goodness, healing,
comfort, and compassion without the
generous service of so many people.
The first type of service performed at
Emmaus Ministry is through prayer.
Many people pray daily for the minis-
try’s success and for the number of
people whose lives are impacted at
Emmaus. Every day at Emmaus begins
with prayer! Secondly, many people
are of service by sharing their resourc-
es with Emmaus Ministry to empower
people to conduct the magnificent
work that is done. Many benefactors
give generously to fulfill the mission of

Father Manno and Family

Emmaus. Thirdly, one of the most
beautiful aspects of Emmaus Ministry
is seeing the people who give their time
and talents to serve the guests. Some
people cook, serve, clean, assist,
advocate, accompany, provide much
needed medical and dental care, and
give of themselves in whatever way
needed to make someone’s day a little
bit brighter. One Emmaus volunteer
recently commented, “When I serve
here, I feel closer to God and more
fully human!” Such a powerful state-
ment, and that’s what we all desire - to

be closer to God and feel fulfilled!

I often believe that our faith moves
us to be more like Christ. The Gospels
remind us that Jesus laid his life down
in service to all he encountered. So, if
we strive to be like Christ, we must
strive to BE OF SERVICE! St. Theresa
of Calcutta once said, “Faith in action
is love, and love in action is service.”
So, I invite you to put your faith and
love into action and BE OF SERVICE
at Emmaus!

Reverend John Manno
Vice President

Bringing joy to others at Christmas
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St. Marianne Cope Resource Center reaches completion!

The expansion of the Outreach Center
at 127 E. Glen Ave and its addition of
the St. Marianne Cope Resource
Center is completed! A 4000 square
feet two-level addition now connects
to our existing Outreach Center. On
October 26, 2023, we broke ground,
and less than six months later, the
project was completed! The Resource
Center houses our expanding
children’s programming, a larger

Febuary 2024

dining area for extended meal service,
and a private consultation area for
guest services such as Aurora of CNY,
Volunteer Lawyers’ Project, and NYS
Health Navigators. In addition, office
space is now available for our Director
of Operations, Director of Social
Services, Director of Development &
Grants, and Coordinators of Chil-

dren’s Programming and Food Pantry.

Downstairs, additional space is avail-

Early mnzng at Emmaus, Arll 2024

able for our food pantry, children’s
supplies, books, and the ability to add
a generator and walk-in cooler. We are
opening for our guests in April 2024!
Thank you to our benefactors, founda-
tions, architects, contractors, board
members, and loyal volunteers for
their support and patience in bringing
this vision to reality in God’s name
and His timing! It is a true testament
of service.




Development Greeting

Greetings from the
* _ Office of Develop-
\-'_ '* ment. Over the past
— year we have
- experienced so
much growth and
have seen the
numbers of guests we serve through
our programs and services increase
exponentially. None of this would be
possible if we didn’t have a presence
on the south side of Syracuse. And it
certainly wouldn’t happen without the
time, talent, and treasure of so many
who are associated with Emmaus
Ministry.

Service is defined as “the action of
helping or doing work for someone.” I
can’t tell you how many ways this
happens daily, on our campus. We are
blessed with volunteers who come
through our doors and answer the call
to help those we serve in the 13205
zip-code. They give their time and
bring their talents to help meet what-
ever we may need from them in a day.
It may be preparing a meal for Meal
Service, packing a take-out order for a

f#inn.r

guest, stocking the shelves in our
pantry, or greeting our guests with a
welcoming smile as they come into
the Outreach Center. Whatever we
may need from them, our volunteers
arrive with a spirit of joy and enthusi-
asm that can’t be described. Their
talents always find a way to fit perfect-
ly into the services that take place at
Emmaus.

Volunteers in the St. Marjanne
Cope Health Services clinic come
daily to offer solutions to guests who
present with an array of physical
problems. Whether it’s filling a cavity
or pulling an infected tooth in the
dental clinic, guests are served with
respect and care. Doctors, PA’s, NP’s,
and RN’s who volunteer their time in
the medical clinic help guests who
may need blood pressure screening,
antibiotics, lab work, or other assis-
tance. They help those who don’t have
a primary care physician or who can’t
afford their co-pay. These services are
offered voluntarily through the gift of
their time.

Finally, if it weren’t for our donors

and the support we receive from
Foundations, we couldn’t begin to
offer the variety of services we are
blessed to extend. Expanding our
Outreach Center, keeping up with the
skyrocketing cost of groceries, and
creating programs and services for
children and families cost a great deal
of money. Each gift that comes to
Emmaus represents a gift to our
guests. It allows us to continue to
provide for those who aren’t blessed
with food, basic needs, or adequate
dental and medical care. These gifts
show commitment to service, not only
here at Emmaus Ministry, but a true
commitment to helping those in our
community. It is with a full heart that
I offer sincere gratitude to all of you
who have made such a difference in
the lives of others. We see that same
gratitude reflected on the faces of our
guests daily. I thank you for your
ongoing commitment to service each
and every day.

Denise Headd

Director of Development

and Grants
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Staff Spotlight

Kathleen O’Connor officially
joined the staft at Emmaus Ministry in
May of 2023, taking on the role of
Director of Operations. But her time
at Emmaus began before that. Kath-
leen served as a volunteer. “T was
looking for a change. I wanted to do
something positive and give back to
our community.” Eventually, she
knew she wanted to be at Emmaus
every day. “I believed in what we were
doing at Emmaus, and I wanted to be
a bigger part of it."

As Director of Operations she is
responsible for the daily operations of
the Outreach Center, as well as our
volunteers. “I am so happy to be part
of this service. Whether it’s directing
guests to the Clinic, Case Manage-
ment, or signing them up for Meal
Service. Whatever we can do to take
some worry away from our guests
who are in need.” She also keeps track

of every guest at Emmaus and watches
the trends for each month, studying
how the numbers go up and down.
“People rely on us more mid to late
month. This allows them to allocate
their resources according to what
their families need at certain times of
the month. Some people rely on us for
meals because they won’t have any
nutrition without them.”

Getting to know our guests and
volunteers has been one of the best
parts of the job. “There is so much
gratitude from our guests. I make an
effort to get to know all of their
names, and I want them to know
mine. Saying their name lets them
know we see them, we recognize
them.” Kathleen feels it’s a privilege to
be a part of service at Emmaus.
“Everyone here is trying to do the
same thing - make life easier by
providing for others."

Teresa Metallo joined the staff
as Clinic Manager of the St. Marianne
Cope Health Services at Emmaus
Ministry in May 2023. She heard
about Emmaus through her broth-
er-in-law, who was moved by Sheila’s
story of how Emmaus began and all of
the services we offer. “I met with Sheila
and saw the wonderful clinic facility
that was created. My only worry was
to wonder if I could do the position
justice.”

Teresa is responsible for support-
ing the medical and dental programs
at the clinic. She oversees the volun-
teers, scheduling, organizing the office,
managing our guests’ medical and
dental files, and greeting each guest as
they come in for treatment. “The
clinic’s medical and dental volunteer
staff treat our patients with the utmost
care.” Guests are often referred to the
clinic, but other times, issues are

discovered during Meal Service, and
guests are escorted across the parking
lot to receive the care they need. “I
remember a specific gentleman who
was homeless. He came to the clinic
one day and wanted his blood pressure
checked. I suspected he also wanted a
little human contact. It was such a
pleasure to make his acquaintance.
felt better for having met him that day,
and I hope he felt safe and cared for
when he left."

Upon entering the clinic’s waiting
room, the verse from Matthew 7:7 is
painted on the wall: “Ask and it will be
given to you; seek and you will find it;
knock and the door will be opened to
you.” This is just another way to
reassure our guests that we are here to
serve them in the presence of Christ.
“Always give people more than they
expect to receive, and it will fill your
heart.”
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“Soup of the Day” Wednesdays! Fresh salads in season
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Dr. Stephen Streiff, Director Dental Clinic ~ Emmaus Clinic waiting room - All are welcome
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Donor List

February 1, 2023- January 31, 2024
Thank you, Contributors and Foundations

Grants

CNY Community Foundation
M&T Bank

Mother Cabrini Health Foundation
Mother Cabrini Health Foundation
The Jim & Juli Boeheim Foundation
The Richard Mather Fund

2023 Resource
Center Expansion
Campaign

Michael and Lynn Madden
Anonymous

Matching Gifts

C&S Foundation Inc. /
Dc. & Mrs. John Trendowski
Liberty Mutual /
Ms. Rebecca Sterling
Liberty Mutual /
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Thompson
Toyota Motor North America, Inc. /
Romano Toyota

Annual Donors

Dc. & Mrs. Robert Fangio
Mr. & Mrs. John Mott
Mrs. Louise Sessa

Ms. Jeanne Walewski
Anonymous

Quarterly Donors

Ms. Cherie Giraud
Dr. Michael Kendrick
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Smith

Monthly Donors

Mr. Nathan Antonacci

Ms. Sheila Austin

Dr. Alicia Bair

Mrs. Rita Beard

Ms. Gabriella Breland

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Brody
Mr. & Mrs. John Brusa, Jr.
Mr. James Conway

Ms. Theresa Coughlin

Mr. Daniel Czajak

Mrs. Kathleen Davidson
Mrs. Gina Davis

Ms. Mary Donnelly

Mr. & Mrs. Dana Dudarchik
Mr. Geoftrey Gilman

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Goodwin
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Goss
Reverend Jason Hage

Mrs. Joan Hantke

Dc. & Mrs. Scott Harris

Mr. Mark Headd

Holy Cross Church

Dr. & Mrs. Lewis Johnson
Mrs. Nancy Karns

Ms. Mary Elizabeth Kennedy
Mr. Menzo King

Mr. Richard Kuriatnyk

Ms. Mary Anne Lonergan
Mrs. Louise Lutz

Mr. Timothy Manolescu

Mr. & Mrs. John Melcher
Mrs. Mary Milks

Ms. Elizabeth Oczkowski

P. Drescher Co. Inc.

Mr. Joseph Papa

Ms. Janel Payette

Ms. Beverly Petterelli

Mrs. Diane Ponzio

Mrs. Mary Purcell

Ms. Mary Putney

Mr. Michael Santulli

Mr. & Mrs. Roger Schafer
Mr. & Mrs. John Sheridan
Mr. & Mrs. John Staub

Mr. Anders Swendsrud

Ms. Hannah Tchetchko

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Theurer
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Thompson
Ms. Rose Marie Train

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Vaughan
Mr. & Mrs. Cyrus Weichert
Mr. Frederick Wildrick

Contributors

Amazon Smile

Anonymous

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Antonacci
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Antonini
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Antonini
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Arkinson
Ms. Melissa Athanas

Ms. Sheila Austin

Mrs. Margaret Ball

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Barnett
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Baron
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Bazan
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Beagle
Mrs. Rita Beard

Ms. Cecelia Beard OFS

Ms. Catherine Bell

Mr. Mark Best

Mr. Frank Beyer

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Bianchi Jr.
Monsignor Ronald Bill

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Birmingham
Ms. Joyce Bloss

Mr. Timothy Bobo

Mrs. Frances Bockus

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Boehm
Mr. Joseph Bogdan
Ms. Marilee Bogdanovs
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Bome
Mr. Ryan Bracht
Ms. Gabriella Breland
Mrs. Dorothy Brody Shuft
Ms. Tatyana Brovka
Mr. & Mrs. William Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Brunette
Mrs. Teresa Brusa
Mr. & Mrs. John Brusa, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Burch
Ms. Patricia Burnham
Mr. Kirk Butler
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Cady
Mr. Lawrence Caldwell
Calico Gals, Inc.
Mr. Edward Campagna
Mr. & Mrs. David J. Campagnone
Ms. Jane Campbell
Mr. Kevin Centore &
Ms. Anna Drescher
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Charles
Mr. Craig Christo
Church of Our Lady of
Good Counsel
Church of the Immaculate
Conception
Ms. Catherine Cicci
Dr. & Mrs. David Ciccone
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Cichy
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Cifaratta
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Cifra
Dr. & Mrs. Armand Cincotta
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Clancy
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Clark
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Clauss
Mr. Robert Cluse
CNY Community Foundation
Mrs. Donna Coloton
Columbus Monument Corporation
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Connelly, Jr.
Mr. Gerald Connolly
Mr. William Connolly
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Corcoran
Ms. Mary Crowley
Bishop Robert Cunningham
Mr. & Mrs. Clark Cutri
Mr. Peter Davin
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Davoli
Mr. Brian DeJoseph
Mr. & Mrs. Rene Delaney
Dr. Dan Delluomo
Mr. Michael Dendis
Ms. Mary Denely
Mr. Peter Derrenbacker
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Derrick
Mr. John Derrigo IIT

Mrs. Sally Dewitt

Mr. & Mrs. Roland Diaz

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Diedrickson
Ms. Rosemarie DiMento

Dr. & Mrs. Mark Domser
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Donegan
Mr. & Mrs. Dana Dudarchik
Mr. & Mrs. David Duffy

Mr. Jeffrey Dunnewold

Ms. Carol Dwyer

Ms. Cathy Dwyer

Ms. Adrienne Eddy

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Egerbrecht
Reverend Timothy Elmer
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Ennis
Mrs. Alice Esposito

Estate of Norma E. Foody
Dr. Timothy Fallon

Mr. & Mrs. Adolph Falso
Ms. Kathy Farrell

Mr. & Mrs. James Farrell
Ms. Mary Fenlon

Mrs. Marijane Finlay

Ms. Donna Finn

Mr. Thomas Finnegan

Mr. John Fitzgerald

Ms. Louise Flynn

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Frawley
Mr. Matthew Frechette

Ms. Marianne Fricke

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Friedman
Ms. Linda Gainer

Gasparini Sales Inc.

Mr. Warda Ghafoor

Mr. & Mrs. John Giocondo
Ms. Christina Gonzalez

Mr. & Mrs. James Gorman
Mr. & Mrs. William Gould
Mr. Albert Gowin

Ms. Marie Grabowski

Ms. Mary Beth Grady

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Graf
Mrs. Carol Graham

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Gray
Mrs. Joan Greene

Mrs. Beverly Griffin

Mr. & Mrs. Duane Groesbeck
Ms. Kathleen Grosso

Mrs. Cindy Grosso

Dc. & Mrs. Nathan Gunn
Mr. David Guyer

Ms. Carole Hackett

Ms. Sally Hall

Ms. Joan Hanlin

Dr. & Mrs. William Hannan
Dr. & Mrs. William Harmand
Mr. & Mrs. David Harris
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Hart
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Hart

Ms. Elizabeth Hartnett
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Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hauberg
Ms. Joan Headd

Mr. & Mrs. Pete Headd

Mr. Terry Headd

Reverend Philip Hearn

Mr. Gerald Heaton

Ms. Rose Heffernan

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Hefti

Ms. Marjorie Hendry

Mr. & Mrs. John Henneberry
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Heppeler
Ms. Lynne Hickman

Ms. Lori Hickman

Mr. Richard Hoag

Mrs. Judith Hockey

Mr. & Mrs. David Holden
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Holiday
Holy Cross Church

Holy Cross School

Holy Family Church Parishioners

Ms. Jackelen V. Hopkins

Mrs. Mary Howser

Hueber-Breuer
Construction Company

Mr. James Hughes

Ms. Pat Hunt

Independent Insurance
Agents of CNY, Inc

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Ingraham

Ms. Laurinda Irwin

Mr. Ben Jacik

Mrs. Linda Jackson

Ms. Patricia John

Dr. & Mrs. Lewis Johnson

Ms. Dorothy Joiner

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Judge

Ms. Linda Kadick

Mr. Thomas Kanaley

Mrs. Catherine Kane

Ms. Sheryl Kasarda

Mr. & Mrs. Chris Keegan

Mrs. Kelly Kellish

Mrs. Maria Pia Kelly

Mr. & Mrs. J. Michael Kelly

Ms. Mary Elizabeth Kennedy

Ms. Jean Kent

Mr. & Mrs. James Kincaid

Mr. Menzo King

Mr. & Mrs. William Kinne

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Kirk

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Klamm

Knights of Columbus #5398

Reverend Thomas Kobuszewski

Ms. Teresa Koch

Mr. James Koes

Korean Catholic Community
of Syracuse

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Krol

Mr. Richard Kuriatnyk

La Festa Italiana

Ms. Diane LaBeff

Ms. Ann Marie Lasinski

Mr. & Mrs. Andrzej Lata

Ms. Teresa Lavalle

Ms. Carole Lawrence

Mrs. Lynn Le Fever

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Lee

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Leite

Mr. Norman Lesswing

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Licciardello

Mrs. Karen O. Linderman

Mr. & Mrs. William Little

Mr. & Mrs. Marcos Locke

Mr. & Mrs. John Lockett

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Long

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Lowery

Ms. Ellyn Lubel

Mr. & Mrs. Pete Ludden

Mrs. Barb Lussier

Ms. Cathleen Lyons

Ms. Wendy Lyons Reilly

Mr. & Mrs. John MacDonough

Mr. & Mrs. Greg Macidyn

Ms. Marilyn Madison

Mr. Thomas Magnarelli

Mr. Thomas Malisa

Ms. Susan Maloney

Ms. Josephine Mangicaro

Mrs. Cynthia Manno

Mr. Robert Manno

Mr. David Marcy

Mr. George Marlatt, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. John Marsellus

Ms. Carolyn Martin

Mr. Anthony Martin

Reverend James Mathews

Mrs. Patricia Matrone

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Matus

Mr. & Mrs. John McAuliffe

Ms. Margaret McCarthy

Ms. Mary McGreal

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel McGuire

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Melara

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Meluni

Ms. Mary Merriman

Mr. & Mrs. Russell Meseroll

Ms. Carol Michaels

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Milazzo

Mrs. Anne Milewski-Craner

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Minieri

Ms. Nancy Mitchell

Mr. Albert Moore

Mr. Marty Morganstein

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Moriarty

Mr. Francis Morigi

Reverend Richard Morisette

Mr. & Mrs. James Morris

Most Holy Rosary Church
Confirmation Class

Mrs. Margaret Moth

Mr. & Mrs. Joshua Mowers

Reverend William Muench

Dc. & Mrs. Donald Mula

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Mulvana

Mr. James Murray

Ms. Lorraine Murray

Ms. Kathleen Musial

Mr. Daniel Noon

Reverend James Obrien

Mr. & Mrs. John O’Connor

Mrs. Anne O’Connor

Reverend Joseph O’Connor

Drs. Michael & Colleen O’Leary

Mrs. Sally Olech

Mrs. Josephine Oliva

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Olivia

Mr. Timothy O’Malley

Our Lady of Good Counsel
Rosary Society

Our Lady of Hope Church

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Owens

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Padula

Mrs. El Nora Pagano

Ms. Donna Palmer

Ms. Theresa Parkes

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Parrott

Ms. Patricia Pendergast

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Petosa

Mr. Peter Pigula

Mrs. Jean Podkowinski-DeKoker

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Porzio
Mrs. Jean Postell

Ms. Marilyn Powell

Ms. Pamela Price

Mr. & Mrs. David Prince
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Procita

Mr. & Mrs. Dominick Procopio
Mrs. Mary Ann Puglisi

Mr. & Mrs. George Radford
Mr. Dar Rar

Mrs. Georgiana Rebhahn
Mr. & Mrs. David Rebhahn
Mrs. Diane Reidel

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Reidy
Mrs. Jeryl Reitzel

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Renders
Mr. Thomas Rinefierd

Mrs. Anna Roome

Mrs. Kristin Ross

Ms. Joyce Rossi

Ms. Nancy Roth

Mr. Richard W. Russell

Ms. Sarah Russett

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Russo
Reverend Thomas Ryan

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ryan
Mrs. Susan Ryan

Mr. Robert Ryan

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Salatte

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Sayles
Mr. Theodore Scallon

Ms. Rosalind Scarantino
Reverend Joseph E. Scardella
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Schad

Ms. Martha Schaefer

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Schardt
Gen. Paul Schempp (Ret)
Mrs. Nancy Scheutzow

Mr. & Mrs. David Schneckenburger

Mr. Harvey Schuman
Mrs. Elaine Scuderi
Mr. Patrick Scully &
Ms. Martha McCoy
Ms. Kathleen Scutt
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Seubert
Mrs. Celine T. Sharp
Monsignor George Sheehan

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Shenandoah

Mrs. Marie Shepardson

Mr. & Mrs. John Sheridan

Ms. Amy Shetler

Mr. Kurt Sibley

Ms. Beth Sienel

Mr. & Mrs. John Sierotnik

Mrs. Rosemary Simiele

Ms. Charmaine Simmons

Mr. & Mrs. John Sindoni

Mrs. Sarah Skvarch

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Slavik

Ms. Nanette Slowik

Mr. Ben Smith

Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Smyth

Mrs. Patricia Snyder

Mr. John Spillett

SS. Peter & Paul Orthodox
Catholic Church

St. Anthony of Padua Church
Alumni Association

St. James Thrift Shop

St. Mary’s Church

Mr. & Mrs. John Staub

Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Steger

Mr. & Mrs. James Stelter

Mr. & Mrs. Francis Stepien

Ms. Rebecca Sterling

Reverend Carlo Stirpe

Ms. Carol Storrie

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Streiff

Mr. & Mrs. William Strott

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Sullivan

Mr. & Mrs. Edmund Sullivan

Ms. Maureen Sullivan

Ms Karen Susko

Mr. Glen Sutherland

Ms. Mary Jo Sweeny

Syracuse Lions Club
Charity Fund Inc.

Dr. Eddie H. M. Sze

Mr. David Takach

Mr. & Mrs. Dominick Talarico

Mr. & Mrs. Peter F. Tassini Sr.

TCG of Syracuse Corp.

Ms. Adele Teich

Mr. Jeftry D. Tessier

The Altar & Rosary Society of
The Church of St. Michael
and St. Peter & Our Lady
of Hope Church

The Richard I Caruso Family Trust

Mr. & Mrs. J. Donald Thome
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Thompson
Dr. Joan Thornton

Mrs. Joan Thornton

Ms. Karen Tifft

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Tomeny
Mr & Mrs Timothy Toomey
Ms. Mary Touchette

Mrs. Rose Tout

Dc. & Mrs. John Trendowski
Ultimate Frisbee

United Church of Fayetteville
Ms. Mary Anne Venditti
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Mr. & Mrs. Francis Verostek
Viau Construction Corporation
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur J. Vinette
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Votra

Mr. & Mrs. R. Mark Walker
Ms. Pauline Walker

Mr. & Mrs. William Walsh
Ms. Joan Waring

Ms. Patricia Webb

Ms. Barbara White

Mr. Donald Wierbinski

Ms. Sharon Williams

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Wink
Mr. & Mrs. James Wright
Ms. Denise Yakawiak

Ms. Joan Yanno

Ms. Norma Yennock

Mrs. Joanne Younis

Mr. & Mrs. David Zanoni

In Honor of

Sheila Austin’s 70th Birthday
Reverend John Manno
Sheila Austin
Reverend John Manno
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Light
Mr. John Young
Sheila Austin & Emmaus Ministry
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Lee
Mary & Craig Breed
Ms. Barbara Shields
Brenda Casinella
Mr. William Rose
Paul Cobb’s 70th Birthday
Ms. Catherine Wood
Melissa Demjanenko
Ms. Mary Jo Treanor
John & Janet Drescher
Reverend John Manno
Susan and Jim Farrell
Ms. Mary Breed
Marian Glisson
Mr. James Glisson
Cindy Grosso
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Lobdell
Marilyn Madison
Mr. Joseph Pelkey
Fr. John Manno
Mrs. Theresa Waters
Ms. Patricia Ann Allegro
Turreah McCoy
Dr. Alicia Bair
Fr. Bill Muench’s 90th birthday
Reverend John Manno
KC O’Connor
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Miron
Danielle Ryan’s birthday
Ms. Michele Ryan
Carolyn J. Smith
Ms. Jeanne OBrien
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Youth Group
Mr. & Mrs. John Sheridan
Dr. Stephen Streiff
Mr. Gregory Slisz

Marshia Witting at Christmas
Monsignor George Sheehan
Monsignor Robert Yeazel

Marshia Witting’s Birthday
Monsignor Robert Yeazel

Marshia Witting
Ms. Denise Yakawiak

Msgr. Robert Yeazel
Reverend John Manno
Dr. David Honold
Anonymous

Monsignor Yennock
Anonymous

John C. Young
Ms. Karen Hamel

In Memory of

Dwayne Adsitt
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Manno
Daniel V. & Ellen Delaney Allen
Patricia, Judith, Marcella, and
Daniel
Lester Austin
Mr. Jonathan Sager
Dr. & Mrs. Nicholas Ricciardi
Thomas J. Cahill
Mr. John Young
Terry Sullivan Chylinski
Ms. Sheila Austin
Bay Street Theatre
Ms. Diane Bogosian
Mr. Eric Chylinski
Mr. Eugene Chylinski
Ms. Morgan Chylinski
Ms. Katherine Collins
Ms. Nancy Czerow
Ms. Susan E. Daniloff &
Daniel & Arlene
Mr. Nathan Donnelly
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Feeney
Ms. Frances Franco-Montero
Ms. Rebekah Grecco
Mr. & Mrs. Asher Greenhouse
Ms. Linda Mallia
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Phillips
Salem Hyde Family
Ms. Carol Sawyer
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Singer
Ms. Faith Van Voolen
Ann Clancy
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Clancy
Joe Clancy
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Clancy
Leonardo Colavita
Mr. Anthony Colavita
Nancy Conway
Mr. James Conway
Rose D’Agostino
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Manno
Joyce Flint
Mrs. Rita Beard
Bob Freeman
Mrs. Ann Freeman
Reverend Eric Harer
Reverend Raymond Wood

James Ingersoll

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Manno
Father David James

Reverend Raymond Wood
Rhoda Jennes

Ms. Helene Jennes
Francis A. Kallfelz

Mr. & Mrs. Marc Engle
Cliona Kelleher

Ms. Lauren Blough
Seraphina and Zélie Lambe

Ms. Margaret Lapp
Jack Loveland

Mr. & Mrs. Skip Conkling
Peter and Tim Manno

Ms. Felicia Morrison
Mary Rose Manno

Mr. David Guyer

Ms. Joyce, Lori, and

Karen Hickman

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Kishtok

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Manno

Mr. & Mrs. Joshua Mowers

Mrs. Nancy Thompson

Mrs. Marshia Witting
Timothy Manno

Reverend Raymond Wood
Timothy Manno on the

5th anniversary of his death

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Manno
Timothy Manno on his

28th birthday

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Manno
Vi Marcy

Mrs. Ardyce Lake
Ellen McCauley

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Manno
Diane McFarland

Mrs. Cynthia Manno
Joseph Metallo

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Brody
Mrs. Mary Murtari

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Lee
Rosemary Mullin North

Dr. Kathleen Mullin Hoar PhD
Sr. Kathleen Osbelt

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Light
Emily Ponto

Ms. Eileen Ponto
Anthony Ponzio

Mrs. Diane Ponzio
Thomas A. Rabbia

Your friends at B&L
Peg Ryan

Ms. Ann Jamison
Denise Schraden

Ms. Donna Ce’Cartel
Thomas Shanahan

Ms. Eileen DiLeo

Mrs. Sandy Doyle

Mr. & Mrs. Gene Harrington

Mrs. Maureen Hartnett

Mrs. Patricia Oleary

Ms. Michele Rosario

Mr. Lanny Schantz

PAGE 10 'I'he Way Road to Emmaus Ministry

Ms. Nancy Skahen

Mr. & Mrs. James Stelter

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Vaughan
Harley Thompson

Ms. Sheila Austin

Mr. & Mrs. James Baxter

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Beagle

Mrs. Ann Eagan

Ms. Margaret Falco

Judith Green & Family,

and Daniel Allen

Ms. Sally Hall

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Kaiser

Reverend John Manno

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Manno

Mr. Robert Manno

Ms. Felicia Morrison &

Mr. & Mrs. Norm Ellis

Mr. & Mrs. Joshua Mowers

Mr. & Mrs. Cornelius O’Keefe

Ms. Cheryl Rickard

Mrs. Marie Shepardson

Ms. Joan Waring
Jennifer Helen Walsh

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Manno
Judy Wickert

Ms. Carolyn Williamson
Mark Wildrick

Ms. Sheila Austin

Ms. Judy Blake

Ms. Emily Davis

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Feeney

Mr. Richard Kopecky

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Krajacic

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas LaRochelle

Ms. Janis Lougnot

Reverend John Manno

Ms. Lisa Pentz

Mr. & Mrs. John Staub

Mr. & Mrs. Santo Surace
Clifford Wilson &

Cameron Wilson

Mrs. Mary Ann Wilson
Linda Higinbotham Young

Mr. John Young

Sponsorships

Children’s Activities

Mr. & Mrs. Chris Gorman
Mr. Eugene Chylinski

Ms. Janis Kemmerer

Food Pantry

Ms. Emily Cobb

Ms. Nancy Flattery

Mr. & Mrs. John Fritzen
Mr. Anthony S. Oliva Jr.
Ms. Barbara Purcell

Mr. & Mrs. William Strott
Meal Service

Mr. & Mrs. James Albanese
Ms. Patricia Ann Allegro
Anonymous

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Antonini
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Arkinson
Mrs. Dale Aske

Ms. Sheila Austin

Mrs. Mary Austin



Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bailey
Mrs. Margaret Ball

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Barnett
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Baron
Mr. & Mrs. John Barsanti
Ms. Kathleen Battaglia

Mr. & Mrs. James Baxter
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Bazan
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Beagle
Mrs. Rita Beard

Ms. Cecelia Beard OFS

Ms. Nancy Bibbens

Mr. John Blain

Mr. & Mrs. Hal Blanding
Ms. Judi Bliss

Ms. Marilee Bogdanovs
Mr. John Bonaccio

Ms. Joyce Bressette

Mr. & Mrs. James M. Brown
Mr. & Mrs. William Brown
Mrs. Teresa Brusa

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Brusa
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Brust

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Buschle
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Buttner
Ms. Julie Byrne

Mr. Lawrence Caldwell
Ms. Lorraine Caloia

Ms. Virginia Calvert

Ms. Dorothy Campbell

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Carroll
Ms. Brenda Casinella

Dr. & Mrs. Brian Chanatry
Ms. Catherine Cicci

Dr. & Mrs. David Ciccone
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Clancy
Mrs. Joan Conine

Ms. Linda Cook

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Corcoran
Ms. Mary Crowley

Bishop Robert Cunningham
D & G Properties

Dr. Gerald Danaher

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Darcangelo
Mrs. Kathleen Davidson
Ms. Katie Deehan

Mr. & Mrs. Rene Delaney
Dr. Dan Delluomo

Ms. Melissa Demjanenko
Mrs. Mary F. Dermody
Ms. Ann Detlef

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Diedrickson
Mr. Basil Dillon-Malone
Mrs. Myra Dombroski

Mr. James Donaldson

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Donegan
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dougherty
Ms. Theresa Duncan

Ms. Cathy Dwyer

Ms. Mandy Eichenlaub
Reverend Timothy Elmer
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Endries
Mrs. Alice Esposito

Ms. Barbara Falkowski

Mr. John Fannetti

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Feeney
Ms. Mary Fenlon

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Filippi
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Finelli
Ms. Melody Foster

Mrs. Joanne Francher

Ms. Lorraine Franklyn

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Frawley
Mrs. Ann Freeman

Dr. Gregory French

Ms. Teri Frese

Ms. Linda Gainer

Mr. Brian Gaske

Mr. & Mrs. James Gorman
Ms. Marie Grabowski

Mrs. Cindy Grosso

Dc. & Mrs. Nathan Gunn
Ms. Julie Hagan

Ms. Sally Hall

Ms. Joan Hanlin

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Hart

Mr. Terry Headd

Mr. & Mrs. John Henneberry
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Heppeler
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hess
Ms. Lori Hickman

Mrs. Judith Hockey

Mr. & Mrs. David Holden
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Holiday
Ms. Jackelen V. Hopkins

Ms. Maureen Howes

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Hunter
Mr. Maurice Infantino

Ms. Cherylanne Kadlubowski
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Kaiser

Mr. Thomas Kanaley

Ms. Sheryl Kasarda

Mr. & Mrs. J. Michael Kelly
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Kelly
Mrs. Maria Pia Kelly

Drs. Gregory & Mary Ellen Kenien
Mr. & Mrs. William Kinne
Mrs. Mary Kishman

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Kishtok
Ms. Teresa Koch

Mr. James Koes

Mr. John Kosecki

Mr. Richard Kuriatnyk

Ms. Diane LaBeft

Ms. Susan Lamanna

Mr. & Mrs. Richard LaMarre
Ms. Margaret Lapp

Ms. Ann Marie Lasinski

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Leite

Mrs. Theresa Licari

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Licciardello
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Light

Mr. Frank Lipari

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Loman

Mr. Thomas Long

Mr. & Mrs. Pete Ludden
Mrs. Barb Lussier

Mrs. Louise Lutz

Mr. & Mrs. James Lynch

Ms. Lynn Madden

Ms. Josephine Mangicaro
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Manno
Reverend John Manno

Mr. Robert Manno

Mr. David Marcy

Ms. Carolyn Martin

Mr. & Mrs. David Mason
Mrs. Mary Massad

Reverend James Mathews
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Matousek
Mrs. Patricia Matrone

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Matus
Mr. & Mrs. Michael McBride
Mr. & Mrs. William McGrath

Ms. Mary McGreal

Ms. Mary Merriman

Ms. Teresa Metallo

Ms. Carol Michaels

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Miller

Mrs. Margaret Mincher

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Moen

Mr. Albert Moore

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Moriarty

Mr. Francis Morigi

Ms. Felicia Morrison

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Moshier

Mrs. Margaret Moth

Mr. & Mrs. John Mulhauser

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Murphy

Mr. James Murray

Ms. Joan Neijstrom

Dr. Thomas Nolan

Reverend James Obrien

Mr. Ernie Obrist

Mr. & Mrs. Robert O’Connor

Mr. & Mrs. Cornelius O’Keefe

Mrs. Sally Olech

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Owens

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Padula

Mr. & Mrs. John Palazzoli

Ms. Donna Palmer

Ms. Kathy Pandelly

Ms. Patricia Pendergast

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Petosa

Mrs. Sharon Petty

Mr. & Mrs. Claude Pilon

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Pluff

Mr. & Mrs. Gay Pomeroy

Mrs. Diane Ponzio

Mr. & Mrs. David Prince

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Procita

Mrs. Mary Ann Puglisi

Mr. Stephen Rahauiser

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Ratner

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Reidy

Dr. & Mrs. Dennis Resetarits

Mr. Thomas Rinefierd

Reverend John Rose

Mrs. Kristin Ross

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Russo

Dr. & Mrs. Paul Sansone

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Sapka

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Sayles

Gen. Paul Schempp (Ret)

Ms. Carol Schrank

Reverend Christopher Seibt

Mrs. Rosemary Simiele

Ms. Charmaine Simmons

Mr. Harvey Simmons

Mr. & Mrs. John Sindoni

Mrs. Sarah Skvarch

Mr. Laurence Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Smith

Ms. Debra Smith

Mrs. Patricia Snyder

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Solomon

Mr. John Spillett

St. Anthony of Padua Church
Alumni Association

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church

Reverend Carlo Stirpe

Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Streiff

Mr. & Mrs. William Strott

Ms. Maureen Sullivan

Ms. Mary Jo Sweeny

Syracuse Lions Club Charity Fund Inc.

Dr. Eddie H. M. Sze

Mr. & Mrs. Dominick Talarico

Mr. & Mrs. Peter F. Tassini Sr.

Dc. & Mrs. Edward Terzolo

Mr. & Mrs. J. Donald Thome

Mrs. Rose Tout

Dc. & Mrs. John Trendowski

Mr. & Mrs. Lew Troast, Jr.

Mrs. Megan Vanderhoof

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Vaughan

Ms. Mary Anne Venditti

Ms. Dorothy Vents

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Viau

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur J. Vinette

Mr. & Mrs. R. Mark Walker

Mrs. Theresa Waters

Ms. Laura H. Welsh

Ms. Carolyn Williamson

Mrs. Mary Ann Wilson

Mr. Kevin Wolken

Ms. Catherine Wood

Reverend Raymond Wood

Mr. & Mrs. James Wright

Ms. Denise Yakawiak

Ms. Norma Yennock

Your Syracuse Family Dentist

Centro Bus Passes

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Feeney

St. Marianne Cope Health Services

Breakfast Group of Retired Teachers

The Melnikow Family
Charitable Fund

Ms. Roberta Basenfelder

Mr. Ivan Brovka

Dr. Gregory French

Mrs. Cindy Grosso

Dr. & Mrs. Randy Kalish

Mr. & Mrs. Carmen Malagisi

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Schill

Ms. Cynthia Sherman

Syracuse Polish Community, Inc.

Easter Meal

Mr. & Mrs. John Brusa, Jr.

Thanksgiving Meal

Holy Family Church

Tithing

Lent

Ms. Sheila Austin

Mr. & Mrs. John Brusa, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Long

Mrs. Barb Lussier

Mrs. Susan Ryan

Easter

Church of the Immaculate
Conception

Mr. & Mrs. Francis Cichy

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Miller

Thanksgiving

Mr. & Mrs. Francis Cichy

Christmas

Church of the Immaculate
Conception

Christmas Giving Tree Program

Church of the Immaculate
Conception

Parish

Pope John XXIII Roman
Catholic Church
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Activities Program

Nancy Gorman is the Volun-
teer Children’s Coordinator for the
Children & Family Activities
Program. She began volunteering at
Emmaus Ministry after she heard
Sheila speak at her church. “I spoke to
her after her presentation and told her
I'd like to work with the children and

Programming Spotlight

families of Emmaus. What started out
as doing puzzles and games with three
kids has turned into giveaways for
about 100 children every month!”
The Children & Family Activities
program at Emmaus grew rapidly
during the pandemic and currently
offers one in house program per
month, and one educational giveaway
packet per month. Over 500 children
participated in these programs in the
last year. In addition, 154 children
received new backpacks filled with
school supplies, and 214 children
received gifts through our Christmas
program. The program is partly
funded through the generosity of the
Jim & Juli Boeheim Foundation, and
through generous individual donors.
“I spend a lot of time organizing
for the children’s program but it is the
activity time spent with the families
that is the best part of my service
time.” Nancy designs the program and
plans the theme for each activity. She
purchases books and supplies for our
book and backpack giveaways. “My
favorite part is being able to watch the

children be creative and have fun
doing activities while learning and
relaxing in a peaceful environment.
Most of the children we serve live in
difficult situations. When they come
to Emmaus, there are always smiles
and excitement to see what activities
we have for them to work on both in
the center and to bring home. There is
a great sense of pride and accomplish-
ment when they complete their
projects.”

The Outreach Center expansion
will allow more space for all of our
programs to take place, and to
welcome more individuals, families
and children. “Service means using the
talents and time that I have been
blessed with to help others. I can fulfill
a need and show others that they
matter and are cared about. There is
truly no better feeling than respectful-
ly giving to others and helping to
provide some hope, love and joy. I am
so grateful for the opportunity to build
meaningful connections with our
neighbors at Emmaus Ministry.”

Grocery Bag
Distribution

Noele Puglisi is the Volunteer
Food Pantry Coordinator at Emmaus.
Emmaus Ministry’s Food Pantry
provides a grocery bag of non-perish-
able food and personal care items to
families in need, once monthly. “We
have three shoppers, two bag assem-
blers, and one volunteer who counts
everything on the shelves in order for
me to coordinate what needs to be
ordered each month. Other volunteers
then help bring 75-85 bags upstairs for
distribution, which takes place the third
Wednesday of the month.”

Food items may include pasta, pasta
sauce, tuna, canned vegetables, soup,
applesauce, rice and cereal to name a

few. Basic need items usually consist of
paper towels, toilet paper, soap, tooth-
paste, and deodorant. “Although this is
only a supplemental bag of groceries
for our guests, I believe it helps greatly.
Each guest expresses their gratitude for
the extra food and toiletries.” Many of
our guests tend to struggle towards the

end of the month, which is why grocery
bag distribution takes place on the third
Wednesday.

“I enjoy having the responsibility of
making sure that pantry distribution
runs smoothly.” In the beginning,
Noele worked behind the scenes
ensuring that all groceries had been
purchased, packed and were ready for
distribution. “I am now in charge of
greeting each guest and checking off his
or her name before distributing the
bag.” With a good understanding of
how expensive groceries can be these
days, she has a real appreciation for
witnessing how much it means to the
person receiving them. “If our ministry
can help relieve even a small fraction of
stress on our guests, I consider that a

wonderful thing.”
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Community Agency Collaborators

@

Volunteer Lawyers
Project of Central
New York

Bryn Lovejoy-Grinnell is a

volunteer attorney with the Volun-
teer Lawyers Project of CNY. She
staffs the legal clinic at Emmaus twice
monthly, where she sees guests who
need free legal assistance. “I provide

brief services like helping someone
fill out a petition or notarize a docu-
ment, give legal advice on how to
defend an eviction action, and offer
legal information such as where to
obtain a petition or how to find an
attorney to represent them.” In 2023,
Bryn assisted 35 clients who came to
Emmaus seeking her help, and
provided informal legal information
to many others.

The most common legal issues are
usually related to housing, especially
poor housing conditions and evic-
tions. “Helping clients understand
their rights in the eviction process, as
well as how to obtain legal represen-
tation for unfair treatment, discrimi-
nation, and habitability issues is vital.
Most of the clients have never spoken
to an attorney about their housing
problem.” The most meaningful
lesson she has taken away from
working with clients at Emmaus is
that low-income housing in Syracuse

is mostly dilapidated, unsanitary and
unsafe. Rent has become increasingly
unaffordable, and many low-income
people are living in rentals that have
roaches, rats, lack of heat and hot
water, and lack of basic security such
as door locks. Rent has become
increasingly unaffordable, and
housing instability is a key reason
why so many low-income folks
cannot attain financial security.

“I hope that knowing that I have
listened to their problems and
offered empathy, and maybe some
legal solutions, is the beginning of a
healing journey for the clients I see.
Many have experienced a lot of bad
luck and disadvantage, and have felt
hopeless for various reasons. I try to
do my legal work in the spirit of what
I see the other Emmaus volunteers
doing. I see each person as an indi-
vidual and provide them with hope
and kindness.”

Aurora of CNY

Dave DeFrancis is the Director
of Outreach/Education Hearing/Vi-
sion Services at Aurora of CNY.
Aurora offers free monthly vision and
hearing screenings at Emmaus Minis-
try. “The screenings take about 10-15
minutes and enable us to identify any
anomalies in visual acuity with correc-
tion, as well as their visual field. The

hearing screening is basically a speech
discrimination test which can help
identify the need for devices like
amplifiers, amplified phones or
hearing aids.” This service is offered
free of charge to any guest who may
be in need.

Over the years Dave remarks that
he has seen many wonderful experi-
ences with positive outcomes of the
screenings. One involved a woman

who had recently been in a car
accident. Her glasses were broken and
she had no insurance to cover replace-
ments. As a result she had been
struggling without them. “Through
collaboration with a local vision wear
chain, we were able to provide her
with a new pair at no cost. The next
time we encountered her, she had her
new glasses and was so grateful for the
help. So often it is the impoverished
who slip through the cracks in our
community, and go without the
essentials others take for granted.”
The service is conveniently offered
during Meal Service between 11:00 am
and 12:30 pm. “We are blessed at
Aurora to be able to work with
Emmaus Ministry and their amazing
staff. We are able to assist those who
(for a number of personal and envi-
ronmental reasons) are unable to
access services for their vision and

hearing loss.”
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Emmaus Volunteers

Theresa Duncan can often be
found in the kitchen at Emmaus,
cooking meals, making sandwiches,
and helping with other tasks. It’s
difficult to determine how to make
large quantities of food daily, but she

is often part of that daily preparation.

Theresa enjoys work in service, “I
follow my parent’s example of com-
passion and kindness.” She refer-
enced Matthew 25:35-40 “For I was
hungry and you gave me something
to eat, I was thirsty, and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger,
and you invited me in, I needed
clothes, and you clothed me, I was
sick, and you looked after me, I was
in prison, and you came to visit me."
After meals are prepared in the

kitchen, volunteers prepare the coffee

station to serve hot beverages to our
guests. Inside tables are set with

homemade, welcoming placemats for

guests who wish to eat in our Out-
reach Center. Take-out bags are
opened and organized in preparation
for the orders we will receive in a
day. “T also pass the meals to our
guests after bags are prepared.”

Each day, as guests sign in for
meals, they are greeted by staff and
volunteers. “I believe our guests feel
welcome whenever they walk
through the door. There is no judg-
ment, and they are always greeted
with smiles. I hope they take that
sunshine with them throughout
their day."

Jeannine Noll volunteers at
Emmaus, cutting hair for our guests.
“Emmaus gives me a beautiful oppor-
tunity to help the less fortunate
understand they have value. Listening
to their personal stories, updates on
their families, and happy life events is
amazing. To lend an ear when they
need someone to talk to is a blessing.”

At the end of each haircut guests often
offer to sweep up their hair. Her
response is always, “You are my guest.
I'look forward to seeing you next
month.”

Jeannine recalls one memorable
interaction with a guest who would
pass by Emmaus every day. He was
homeless but would always look at the

door without coming inside. When he
finally decided to come in, he didn’t
speak to anyone. “Sheila and I stayed
after Emmaus closed one day, and I
began working through a tangled
mess, which was his hair. Once I got to
viable hair I was able to layer a haircut
and found that he had a beautiful head
of hair. Afterwards, I shaved his beard.
He progressed so much from that
point in time and finally began speak-
ing to Sheila, which was a huge
milestone for him. He was so grateful
for the kindness he received.”

Cutting hair at Emmaus allows our
guests to feel good about themselves
and maintain a sense of dignity. “Who
doesn’t feel better after visiting a
stylist?” This work allows her to make
a personal connection with our guests.
“We have an opportunity to share the
good and the bad. I am carrying out
my grandfather’s legacy. He helped
the homeless in the 1940’s. He would
help to feed those in need and help
them find work.” This service is a
blessing to our guests and something
they can count on each month at
Emmaus.
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Emmaus Staff & Team:

Sheila Austin, RN
Executive Director
Carol Antonacci
Administrative Assistant
Denise Headd
Director of Development and Grants
Kathleen O’Connor
Director of Operations
Mary Radford, LMSW
Director of Social Work
Dr. Stephen Stireiff
Director of Dental Services
Dr. David Mason
Director of Medical Services
Teresa Metallo
Clinic Manager
Willie Mack
Building Maintenance Coordinator
Nancy Gorman (Volunteer)
Children’s Activities Coordinator
Noele Puglisi (Volunteer)
Food Pantry Coordinator
Melissa Demjanenko (Volunteer)
Meal Service Assistant

We are seeking
interested individuals
to round out our team!

Meal Service

Coordinator
Mondays — Thursday
7:30 AM =12 PM

Dental Assistant
Mondays 12 -5 PM;
Fridays 10 AM -5 PM

For inquiries please call:

315-928-5191

or email:
info@emmausministry.org

senvices (g

PROGRAMMING

Jan.1, 2023 - Dec. 31, 2023

1. MEAL SERVICE:
Households served: 653
Meals served: 82,987

2. FOOD PANTRY:
Bags Distributed: 856

3. CASE MANAGEMENT:
Contacts made: 808

4. CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES
PROGRAMS:
Packs distributed: 761
In-house activities: 208
Back to School

Giveaway: 154
Christmas Giveaway: 222
5. CLINIC VISITS:
Denftal: 482
Medical: 107
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BOARD OF DIRECTOR

Sheila I. Austin, RN., President

Reverend John D. Manno, Vice President
Kathleen O’'Connor, Secretary

Robert Ryan, Treasurer

Monsignor Robert Yeazel, Director

Mary Purcell, Director

John Barsanti, Director

John Drescher, Advisor

Road to Emmaus Ministry of Syracuse, Inc.

MISSION STATEMENT

A comprehensive faith-based outreach ministry providing
subsistence while bringing Christ’s presence to the poor,
marginalized, and vulnerable in Syracuse.

Layout and design donated by Bob Raymonda, dba Artist on Call 315.439.2881

Opportunities to Help Serve

CONTACT: 315-928-5191,
www.emmausministry.org, or info@emmausministry.org

COLLECT ITEMS
VOLUNTEER OF NEED DONATE
« Dental & «Bar Soap « Monetary
Medical Clinic « Deodorant Donations
* Meal Preparation «RAZOIS  Monthly
« Meal Distribution « Paper Towels "Angel” Donors
» Organizing - Toothpaste & * Giff cards — ,
«Food Pantry Toothbrushes Wegmans & BJ's
- Children’s Activities ~ *Toilet Paper - Endowment Fund
e Diapers & Wipes
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